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Patterns of Dominance and Submission: Socion
network analysis of moral harassment

Futoshi Watanabe™

Abstract

This paper focuses on the network pattern of dominance and submission in-
trinsic to moral harassment from the perspective of socion theory. A socion de-
notes a functional knot in social networks. In a dyad, the socion’s self-system
forms a coupling of dominance and submission to explain the moral harassment
relationship. In triads, the socion network balances when there are three posi-
tive relations, or two negative and one positive relations. A triad balance in-
cludes scapegoating. Therefore, the behavior of a third socion is important to
rescue a victimized socion from harassment. I discuss the dynamics and forma-
tion of a triad complex consisting of four socions (the harasser, victim, and the

third and fourth socions) and the structural conditions of harassment.
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