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Contemplation on English Education in Japan

Michihiro Yamane *

Abstract

For many years, it has been pointed out that English proficiency of Japanese
people has been very low and that the major reasons for that has much to
do with ineffective English education in Japan. This paper intends to review
modern history of English education in Japan including various guidance,
instructions and plans directed by the government for the past 40 years. The
paper also contemplates English educational system of Japan from a viewpoint
of international comparison with other nations in the world particularly with
other Asian nations through such benchmarks as TOEIC and TOEFL. The
paper discusses the controversial topics of how the English proficiency of
the Japanese should be improved in the future by exploring into some of the
English educational policies implemented by other nations as well as surveying

experimental practices promoted by some of Japanese primary schools.
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KEOHEAEEH T TLERONBE LTELVARELZTIEL TRV TRVEW) | B
DIEHFE TR T 2B 572 8B TH Y. ZOHIZBW X, ZADORBEOFE LTI
AR RMED D S EALBENRTE L, APIRRH LA, EEREOBILE 2N KITT
FEREBEANOEIZOWTIE, RBfE /) — FVELDVEICTHED TERT 5,

4. REOLRFER
FIRDOEFELFwROMNIG & %3O0, EFEOLHFRTH Lo FRRAEPREINT
7 5264 R 020004 1 HIS/NH NP OFEMER Th 2 [211HAL H A ORI | BERE D
107 HIZEZ2 £ ROM R T £ L oMEHFL L L2 (211 H RO ER S,
20100) 0 BHR I ZOHTUTOIRE 2170720 [EBRALOMELT & & b IZEFHEDE BT
MFELL. HIZ, Ay =%y b - 7a—nNY¥—2 a3 X EZ0RNEMEL 720 HEFHED
FHEMADOILBEHTH LU E, HRENTS ZNITENLMBIT 2. AR
LZWETOEOEMFOMMLL G 2T, HEMIZHHTRETH L, (BB b &
Fa—=N) XLDWEFEY R HHI2IEA 5 — 4 v b ERFEERILAFE L L CHAREN
(CER SRR TR S 2| ZNAVNANREHERC X 2 [3EE AR TH %0
[EOFERFEOMME 52T, HRISHHT RS OF D IE—EOIEAIH LT
A 2 NFE L 2 D PR 7 STz 2 L C oI, FROEERER & Fk. 4H
BHEBBLIZIIE > T v, BERIZ L 2|EFIL, FiREOK & L QLI DR

146



HADIGHEHTFIZHT 2 E%

WHTAESRIE SN TV A DS, FEFREL V) SO L T—ERCICEZEMFEL Lo
L5 2 CLE) LwIHIBHIITEROSRMYED S, Lo L, — T, HARAEZI) &L
SREOWIT O P T HFENEF I TE%mLf%fﬁi%r<hﬁéﬂfwét HTH
bo £ZC, EESHALLAEECHL, HRADPMROFTOLEOMAERY v 3 v I1ldh
Bk, IRETHRET AL LT 5,

M. BAADEEAHIZOWVT

1. BRAADEEBHOH

FH (2003) 12 &5 k. B AFEEO R OPFEFTTIZ19954E 2 5 20024E £ TOFHED
R SEMMERTET LTWh, 2 OMMIZI9894FE 128 5E & L7258 FE B B 5H o) BAK Y B
FERMILTHR LA R2HSTE S0, ZORKTIRIMEAMEIRF C38LEHE SN, F
BWORTHMEE L TERET I EPHRLZVEORZI S TH S LORRHIP LRI N TV,
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#1
TOEFL
Country Reading | Listening | Speaking | Writing Total

1 |Singapore 24 25 24 25 98
2 |India 22 23 23 23 91
3 |Pakistan 21 22 24 23 90
4 | Malaysia 22 23 22 23 89
5 | Philippines 21 22 24 23 89
6 | Korea, Republic 22 21 21 22 85
7 | Sri Lanka 20 21 22 21 85
8 |Bangladesh 20 21 21 22 84
9 |Hong Kong 19 21 21 22 83
10 | Nepal 20 20 21 21 83
20 |China 20 18 19 20 77
26 | Japan 18 17 17 18 70
27 | Mongolia 16 18 19 18 70
31 | Timor-Leste 12 12 19 18 62

HFT : ETS "Test and Score Data Summary for TOEFL iBT Tests"
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TOEICIZ ® & b & HADREH M & @i EA DETSICE X T CHEICES2ESHbNTH
V. 7 AN OEKIZTOEFLAS AT 19 2 I A 3 5 O 12%F L C, TOEICIE & 0 SEHIW 7
UV RARERRIMEEL TV b, ZEREFUIE 2 BN L. 20134E BE 13 oM % 28 <2367 A
OUZEL TV A, SEETORICZ EEM T 2 ML, %D 7 DAL
TOEICOA 2T %5412, X, %L OBEIPHATORERLEHIIMEOSRMEE LTHIA
ML TWwA,
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TOEICAEAE 384T L T\ 5 Worldwide Report” 12 X % 20134F FE o [=I B8 b 14 32 2 0 5
N Thib, SNIZEDE, HROFIHA I TIFISI2HE ENTB YRR &4 4487 EO
FTALE WO FERTH L, TN, BEOEEO632E, HEO7I6EN S KE (HEX L
TWwh,

*2
TOEIC
Country Listening Reading Total

1 |Bangladesh 464 432 895
2 |India 449 413 861
3 |Canada 428 391 819
4 | Nepal 423 390 814
5 | Switzerland 419 373 792
6 | Portugal 414 372 786
7 | Germany 422 361 783
8 |Sri Lanka 410 370 780
9 | Lebanon 401 352 753
10 |Pakistan 398 343 741
12 | China, People's Reblic 372 344 716
30 | Korea (ROK) 344 287 632
40 | Japan 283 229 512
48 | Albania 221 184 404

HifT : ETS "TOEIC 7 A + Worldwide Report 2013”
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 FERUIHE T 5 & 3000412 B i 7z 2 v
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DTS ) e REIZBWT, EFEHEEIRLEET V7 EOBMIZOWTHBIT 4.
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68IEI & 72 5 TV Do /NFERETRIAB0RE LN O HFEBIS 2 2 L TB 1 . &R TlE8007E.
FSEFRTIE 1 ZAEICAB05E L 2 o T b W BEFER O 2 F4F~ 3FFE, moFH
EFFRICHEFE O BIRFIH &£ ST b, INFROFEFREREIL.HE 3~ 4FEOMIE [H <L
[FH9) 25l ), E5ET [ 29A 5N, HIZE6EETIE [FL] FHL
HIVF 2T AIMALNEHFIZEY, AFRETHIN—ENLRIHMEN TN DL, —h,
YEHFORMENZ LB WEDT A 70 T 1 7 14 — LRI BEE OB S~ D RE 2
DVTIE, ENHHM R TIHEMT S &\ ) BiEFHE O MF 2B LT, /N 3 F4F
TOEANIREFEREICEEZ L2082V D LTSN TWA, BIZIE, FEFEHFD
BHOE AL > CTREBIMNABESZ 26010, a3 27— a3 VEEHOFEICHR
VDL VS E DRI T4 TRERABHDLEREINT VS,
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WAZIA U SCHRRFE RS 216z b L2, HAD S ) —DDBEETH % HE DR
WPy 20 FEIIEHEOEFF A LZERERTH ) H—FFOETH 2 EE & 135k
ERE SR Do FiAc )7 TAGS A PEINIZHIT TR SN2 BERF IS A TR E
FREERLEDN Do T O EHEINARIERSAED SIFEHFE VMDD S £ % b EAEIZE ST
FRE AW R 2, TOMLRIRIO D & T, HEIBUFIE AL AT #8187 D 19784F
7 HAERTHER 2 D S AL 2 AT L SefF 0% ) B AEERIZ B\ TUI/N AR 3 224
Mo, X 29 THROWHEIZIEWHPT 1 EPLEERF 2 D 2 F 2l 7205, BRD
HEEDBRAOZEIINT 5B, BENEOHED 5 Z ORMEIIARIIIZHED - 72,
o7, ENTHHSWICEFEBE O = — A0EH o 7z L, AL, KEli & o K
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T Z OFENIZ R o 72 8E 25k S L, ®mAZNICIE, NSO TOEBLZE T 2.
200145 HREWFEREZ H ) F 27 2OHIZIERICHAANDS 2 & 2 E LTz, #IEK
FEECE OB AT —E I S BB IS T b L, 20044E F TICEFEERT 580w ) LD TH
Bo X\ INFIETOFEFEHE ONNFBFAFEFEA & L CHEE & FERICE 3FHFE L LT
Ho fHL. EBIIE, BT L TE 1 FELOEAX G L T A Ibatl, R, K
DTN H Y WK ZITEAEEICE > T\ ENTEOREZ GRS £ {5 5,
INFRE OIS OFFEHE L, [RA] M) [T oF—F)Vv-33a=r—v3
VHHLERVIER T 2 A= a VEOHMAFEH SN TV D, BEFEIIL D L. TEK
ADMEMFE L LT I FHA L TES ] 25205 12b b, M. WERFORMEAIZH 25
TRBFEBHEANOREN T 2R EN 2B RIMEE . oo BT B RERIX OF
BRI 2 B0 LB T 2im D & o 7285, iz, EEMLE IR A 72 SiEESE
ELTERELNVT, INFROBFLEDS OEBADLETH D L OFERIZE o720 ZORK
B LT, FHAZBIIEELZBHGIRIL L, FFETORRET A2 0, X, #4t
&l ZORWAERN EIZITIED TV S, B, TEREOE AL L2 BFEIOKT L vo
oA FAEIESDE ZAREPN TR WEETH b,

3. JUHR-IOEEHRE

VU R= VIO TORERIR M E L CORELRDH ), w#FE, PEOHE L ITEAR
B %D, 19654EICY L — Y 7O MY L2y Y AR = VIZFEIZ3HEoORE, Blb, fE
H75%. v L —%14%, T LTA ¥ FRIOUD NFEBIZ L D D720 Twd, ¥y HR—
VB RIER O S0 i/ NRICHIZ 2 24, BERAICIER Ic 2= — 7 ol L - S5
FrboTE T, BAMIIZH#EE, L —fER0Y IVl (4 v RO FiE) LUk
EOAGERAMFEL L TR L LI, 2ohTLRA. BF. YR RECICERS 2
3227 —2arOFERELT, EFEEROAT Y AOFHCAHGEL L THEDITT
&7z FMEOEREIY L —FETH Y BERFERLEROSHFEIMbNTNEH, #FIE
~ L —RRALo&FEUIM I Eb RV G, 2012),

19594, A ¥ ZMHRMBIE 2> & HIEHEE 15722 v R — VBUFIZ3EGE, < L —fE RO
REFEO=ZSHEBORE FEMT 2 0 BIHALR T ) F 29 LORMO 720K # b - 72,
ZFL Ty 19654E 7 L — ¥ 7 A BB L 721, JiE L RIEGEO _SHERBF BB
17 U720 BARMICIE /NS AR & FEPREAL & BRBAZ T FEERER TUlE L AEAE D S B - 8
AR EET, TNUNERIEECHZAFE L, 7, EERTIIAR GAff - /HE) %
REET, TP ZRFECTHZLHE Lz LA L, EEPRBENICENLSETH S
O EFERANDO AFEOWIMOMENATE T ) . 19814F1213 ¥ I VEESAIAEERL. 5 4ER
DI19BGAENZIE~ L — FEAAL DB . FIZHERE AL S 19854E 0 S T AE =T AMUFIRE 22 ) |
BRGNS HBSIHIETREICH— SNz SNUZED . YU TR=VDOITRTHOT-E D
FEI L D NERAFEE D S RN HBER L 7 ) . RIEEIARMO—EHORH & L T#R
Fich o7 (W6, 2004),

DU R= VTR NERE AR ZERF I Z 4 7%, PSLE (Primary School Leaving Examination)
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S FRREERGEE O B OFENGABR T 2 R  TE R b v ZOREBROREBILIEREL00
B OETEREI004, BES0M, BIAS0S & o TEB Y (i, 2014). BEDSEDTWD
BWERBEMROBSENHZ 5o BUFIEIZORARSHEERZ ML T, 70— OVIZHIET &
BNAN) IV A OFERE S &I RIESULHFRIZO T2 AN TWL EEZ bNb,
Tl DR L FEDPLTEENLFEEL L TEDNTWL Y U T R=VIZBWT, B
DEEHEVBEILEOBRERIEOTA TV T4 T 4 — O R ERBICEE Y52 C
WD D, HEFE 9 AICARFIWIVIMETHRIK L 722 ¥ R — VO R ERNYP (Nanyang
Polytechnic) OFA1TH4 R HEAEDTHEZHY L %A 1 HOAEFI8% % L CHRIE
HHEICHT A ZFER L7 TOBBEIRIUTOMEY THolos

0 RWEDTAT VT AT 4 =W AR %%
(RELEZEZRITL-=5, FEEL=1% L HERHAL)
R 5=0%, 4=17%. 3=17%. 2 =28%. 1 =39%

(RELEHEELRIZL72=5, #8eL =1Lt LoLEEHE)
FER T 5=0% 4=11%. 3=11%. 2=28%. 1 =50%

B, ERRoMnoBRIce LTh, EFof T [5=RKR&EZELRIZL] LN
BHLIZHEIBEHETHY, [4=00n e SARERENH o72] LISZT2H TS 4 2F
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