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Adult-child Relationships in Picture Books:

recall of encounters with others

Kenichiro Kubota*

Abstract

This paper considers the growth of children through picture books from the
perspective of educational anthropology in order to construct a theory of human
development. Most previous studies have applied picture books to existing
disciplines, but this paper attempts to explain the power of human development
in picture books without dwelling on preschool education. Therefore I examine
picture books with human development theory in the light of educational
anthropology. Picture books are not evaluated from an education viewpoint but
in order to construct a human development theory from a picture book. From
this standpoint, I deal with adult-child relationship using the phrase “recall of
encounters with others.” This examination shows that we must delineate a

boundary between adults and children in picture books.
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