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Dramaturgy in the Classroom
—-Goffman’s concepts for ritual research-

Midori Takamatsu *

Abstract

This paper explains why the theme of a 7ite of passage in two elementary
schools in Japan and Germany was investigated from Goffman’s viewpoint,
shows that rituals are necessary for human public life and socialization, and
justifies the attention paid to the aspect of performance during the morning
rituals. Additionally it is proved that Goffman’s dramaturgical theory is useful
for researching ritual in schools. Specifically, his concepts of: performance,
audience segregation, impression management, setting, front, role distance as a
role-play and self-presentation as a definition of the situation are helpful for this
examination of rituals which regards the behavior of children and teachers as a
role-play and their classroom as a stage.

Finally the research methods employed are described. In addition to
participant observation as used in qualitative sociology research, Bohnsack’s
documentary method, derived from Mannheim's knowledge of sociology and

Garfinkel's ethnomethodology, was employed.
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