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Abstract

This paper examines the Austrian Federal Constitution of 1934. The Austrian
Federal Republic Constitution of 1929 did not bring satisfactory results for all
Austrian people, but produced conflicts between some political parties. In such
unstable political conditions, the federal government made an attempt to abolish
Austrian democracy, and suspend parliament (Nationalrat) and the constitutional
court (Verfassungsgerichtshof).

A new constitution (Verfassungs 1934) was proclaimed on 1st May, 1934. This
constitution was passed by a rump parliament (Rumpfparlament) composed of
only the Government party. This constitution aimed at “a Christian, Germanic,
federal state based on corporatism.” The president and the federal government
exercised state power instead of parliament, which was an advisory body.

On 13th March 1938, the Austrian Federal State (Bundesstaat Osterreich)
became one state (Land) in the Third German Empire because of the unification
of the two nations, and Austria fell under the control of the legislative,

administrative and judicial power of Germany.
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