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Consideration of the Conditions whereby Head
Internal Relative Clauses are Acceptable

Hajime Itoh *

Abstract

Head internal relative clauses (IHRCs) have very interesting mismatches
between their forms and positions; taking the form of a complement clause,
which should denote an event, the IHRC is located in a position which an entity
should occupy.

Because of this mismatches THRCs are sometimes seen as ungrammatical
constructions. In actual language use, however, we see a lot of IHRCs. So this
paper studies under what conditions the IHRC constructions are acceptable
despite the mismatches, and claims the condition is where the predicates which
take IHRCs as their arguments can be interpreted as more abstract, taking not
entities but events as their arguments.
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