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A Consideration on the Training in Problem
Identification for Local Government Officials

Masaru Tanaka *

Abstract
Improvement in the policy formulation abilities of local government officials
in Japan is being pursued with some urgency while decentralization has
recently been taken up as a major policy issue.
This research note refers to a practical training program model for local
government officials by pointing out the importance of and need to include a

problem identification stage as part of policy formulation.
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