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Layered Structure of Adjectives of Old Japanese
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Abstract

This article discusses hierarchical structures of adjectives of Old Japanese from
the viewpoint of uniting types set for the structural analysis of words. The
examination shows that, when viewed from the development process, the Old
Japanese adjectives consist of three different evolution stages: the first-, the second-
, and the third-stage adjectives. From the uniting type, the developmental stages of
Old Japanese adjectives are as follows: as for ku-inflection adjectives, the second-
stage type increases, while the number of the first-stage type adjective decreases
down into the third type; among siku-inflection adjectives, the first-stage type is on
the rise even if it is a new adjective, while the second and the third type does not
reach the level of ku-inflection adjectives. The finding from these data is: the

adjectival development differs depending on the type of inflection.
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