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A Study of the Approaches to Research on
International Organizations

Koichi Sugiura™

Abstract

This article examines research on international organizations. Reviewing the
history of such studies we can identify five approaches: realist, liberalist,
structuralist, sociological, and organizational theory approaches. Each embodies
certain assumptions about the role and function of international organizations and
the causes of changes in the organizations’ activities. We can study the activities of
international organizations most effectively by combining these approaches.
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