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Abstract

Japanese universities are confronting a decline in the university-age population
and, with that, a student population which presents an increasingly diverse set of
teaching/learning needs. These circumstances call for a radical reform in how the
teaching environment utilizes multimedia and network technologies, such as e-mail
and the World Wide Web, in order to both raise the quality of teaching and provide
more equitable access to learning opportunities to all students,

Presenty, many universities are utilizing network technologies in support of
their overall instructional support programs and the utility of these efforts are
widely reported. However, there is an ongoing need to more closely link these
hardware-and software-centric technical efforts to student motivation and learning
outcomes.

This present paper reports on efforts at OIU to develop such a network-based
multimedia system and evaluates the present system on the basis of both student
outcomes as revealed in survey data and student project submissions and
operational implications and issues that have been identified. On the basis of this
analysis, a concluding section discusses some areas in need of further development
and refinement.
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