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Euthanasia debate in view of Auschwitz

Masako Shibasaki *

Abstract

In the discussion of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide, Nazi Germany’s
T4 euthanasia program has often been cited by those opposed to illustrate that
euthanasia is unscrupulous and leads to an ominous slippery slope. Little atten-
tion, however, has been paid to the excruciating existence in concentration
camps which forces us to reconsider human dignity. This essay intends, in the
light of Auschwitz, to review two fundamental arguments against euthanasia and
suicide :sanctity of life and meaningful suffering. Especially relevant here are
<Muselmann> in camp parlance who is too emaciated to function as a human
and <Sonderkommando> whose members were assigned to deal with corpses
of their fellow prisoners. I also examine the similarities and differences between
camp inmates and patients who want to choose earlier death with a focus on the

people surrounding them.
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