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The Wilkomirski Affair Reexamined

Masako Shibasaki *

Abstract

In 1995 Benjamin Wilkomirski published Bruchstiicke (Fragments), a memoir
of his childhood shattered by the Holocaust. In 1999, however, the highly
acclaimed and award winning book was debunked as a work of fiction written
by a Swiss who had visited the concentration camps only as a tourist. This
scandal is usually cited as a typical case of someone pretending to be a Jewish
victim in a bid to draw public attention and sympathy.

To achieve a better understanding of his actions, this paper focuses on
three points. First, as studies of cognitive psychology have demonstrated, our
memory is far more unreliable than we usually assume. Second, the emotional
trauma that the young Wilkomirski had to suffer is often underestimated.
Third, it is too simplistic to believe that each and every Holocaust survivor

experienced a much worse ordeal than victims of unrecognized crimes.
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