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A Study of Western Australian Migration Patterns

Takeshi Katsura”’

Abstract

A large part of Australia is hot and dry, so the population is concentrated in
urban areas, particularly on the east and west coasts.

Western Australia follows the same pattern as the rest of the country, being
large in area, having many resources and with a low population concentrated
around Perth.

Recently Western Australia has recorded higher annual population growth
than the national average.

This article studies the demographic characteristics of people migrating to and
from the state, examining factors such as economic pooprtunity, immigration from
overseas, settlement patterns and lifestyle choices and also considers the impact of
interstate and overseas migration on the population distribution of Western
Australia.
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0 O Australian Bureau of Statistics, Western Australian Statistical Indicators : 2002 Feature Article-
Western Australia’s Age and Sex Distribution , 2002.

0 O Australian Bureau of Statistics, 1367.5 Year Book Australia: Population Feature Article-The impact
of migration on Western Australia’s population, 2004.
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