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The Effect of List Make Up on Long Term Recall:
Comparing Lists of Semantically Related and
Unrelated Words

Brad Visgatis*' and Michiko Masaki**

Abstract

This paper reports on the process of making vocabulary lists and tests used in a
pilot study investigating the effect of vocabulary list organization on long-term
recall. We hypothesized that a list of related words would more positively influence
long term recall than an unrelated word list. Two 30-item lists were developed. One
consisted of 10 sets of 3 related words, and the other consisted of 30 unrelated
words. For all other aspects related to item difficulty we tried to make the lists
equivalent: length in letters, number of syllables, degree of abstractness, part of
speech, and frequency. Students received one list and were tested in week two.
Then, they received the other list for testing in week three. Approximately three
months later, they were tested on both lists.
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Nation(2001) %, [ECIEDEINZ. BHOFE & FHIZ“learning burden” L BIfR L T 3, |
EBNRT 0B, HiE, [H3HESBRIZH > TORRRLHHE AL L CORIZTVBIEE,
learning burdenid#E< & 5, ] LHHAL T3, 75 2T, B ERE LB,
learning burdenZ8E< ¥4 Z &ic kD BREEBUELIBD I I LEHS> DRYRDOT &
THhHA A5,

FERCHREN T B HBEIIEDO I I IR INTNBD TS S 2 KFDOHELIR
KFEAG. BBAG. TOEIC, ERAEDRBIEO7=DITER I TS, ;%LBOD
B REEEE T, Z0OHN» S, BEEOL NUJIZHTTH B DML, FH—IF
(2003) i, EREHHT SN, ZOHEEFAICIT SR, BFABNONFIES v & 413
NENTWB, 8RR, TH . HARIAE(2003) X, SEFATNZHT. Zohiz7r L
77Ny MEIZE->TW3, BHISEA(2001) i, BEERIZS T, 20h % R8s
mE OHUIBIEE Z L2k LY 6 TS, RIEXER(1997) IZTOEICIZ 1, % 3EBEE2000
B, V49 OV AR RAICEREABE, 2T FIVFLICHRTNB, TALs (2000)
W, 7o AERE L J-standard vocabulary list 12000% 2512, 10008832 1 2 BABBICR 4 L
BN EER) A P Ch D, RHBALEMRBERTHEL TS, —F, k> 653
BRI THEBEL S5, PEER(1999) I AREMOERN LEEISNA T, BREY
THRENZFEESTNEDOAREE, SREL, ThEIITTL AHELHEIL TS, B
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B E LRV, ELRBICR2O» &2, ZOME. BANT, BRIER XA,
FIRHZATEIO A A -V 2 ES5BRO O, FaEBRICH 54, EHDTITLBHEAR
HAADKZEIZE > THELWZ ERMAL L, 72, 2085 ZBRIERICERIC
%% 2 L BHIBAL 7=, SEHbEEE (1989) 13, SHE LAEOBREE 7=, ZTORBR, HEL
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9, UX FAD®IZ, British National Corpus (Leech et al,, 2001) %3z, #:ERE
THIFENHELHS BN B HET, BHEMICEENS 5EL 3 >FT210k» b
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Table 1 | ENBIROESE
Btk (2—F) ER
[Al 335 (Synonymous) (S) | KEABROTHLEL ., RbDIZH>IZ B8 T2 3

[F457 BF (Shared-Domain) lﬁJ—-U)é}i!i?@FPTg —BEIEbhBE, B LIFLIE.
(D) BEhO—8OZLESS,

F 51 (Ideational) (I) ﬂbﬁ@?‘?%@ﬁﬁ% SOHE, UL, BBEZETCIZE,

U2 MAGRERTR, A4 DORFES, RFLL38HEHEL T, VA FBEERL -,
L2L, P4 DOBEBEARRIZEL W IBERETOER. ZWANAB Loz, &5
LT%, VA IBOHELRROPET, VA VADKELEZLB4BEP--ILEH
o7, EHLTE, WHRIZLELLWEA. VA MOLFEHSLELLI LA, ZHIZ, B
BEOWHOEM A HE»rEEDIZTH0TH B, TEHHo72, YA LAL ) X FBOY
. XOBEDTH 5,
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Table2: U X AL U X FBOHEM

B & YA )2 B
HEOK & D 1.00 1.00
Eoo1y 2.63 % 2.27
B X 5.00 5.00
fm = 1.07 1.08
X Z K = /p 4.00 % 3.00
B 7.23 % 6.93
B X 12.00 12.00
fw = 2.14 2.35
" W5 15% 12
HE80 15 18
I A 6 6
 ZZST 3 6
o/ 15 12
B 6 6

*id, KDEELOILERT,

HEOHHON, BOBKMBEGREBOMEIX. »2BEFBILS. 22T, 11AD
BEN BRI EIR L. BRWEREA S 510k v b, 30EBOBHRMEE L S B, BR5E
PEWSHWELTES -7, BRI, UTOBEOTH S,

Table 3 : ERIIEGR & BOHREDREE

5 E3 4
% %
# Item A Item B Ttem C A C D S |SD| I )
¥ ¥
Wy W
1 |convoluted |enigmatic |byzantine |7(A)[4(A)[A% [1(A)I1(A)19(A)IS
2 |resolutely determinedly | doggedly 6 5 A 10 |1 Sk
3 |confiscate abscond impound 1 10 [Cx |3 3 5 1
4 |stamen sepal petal 1 10 |Cx*x |0 10 |1 D
5 |sidle limp slither 1 10 |C* |2 2 6 I
6 |cogitate ponder mull 7 Ax |10 1 I
7 |aura mien demeanor 8 3 A% |4 3 4 I
8 |hinder impede stymie 6 61 |C 1 0 0 S*
9 |amiably hostilely cordially 3 Cx* 2 9 I%
10 |foster engender facilitate 6 5 A 6 3 2 I
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British National Corpus?* 5 #E DKW B

BEBAFL, REOHETE L TORE» S, BRRES L, BENLEEEY 2 M
Table 42 Table5 DEN TH 5,

Table4: UZ FA (BERHBEDUZN)
# BEBIEE =UN # YEHIFR ok
1 | abscond BeEkFT5 16 | determinedly | Wl & LT
2 | confiscate | ¥INT 3 17 | doggedly dghiz
3 | impound HIT 3 18 |resolutely |[WEL T
4 | amiably FM LKL 19 | facilitate BT 5
5 | cordially HLEIOHT 20 | engender FBrLxd3
6 | hostilely HELE-T 21 | foster BHETS
7 | aura FHIR 22 | hinder 1T %
8 | demeanor | HEEE 23 |impede %4575
9 | mien £57 24 | stymie hET 5
10 | byzantine | 7% 25 |limp FREZVET - THL
11 | convoluted | #&37%x 26 | sidle M ETHED
12 | enigmatic | AAfE% 27 | slither $HTBHED
13 | cogitate 715 28 | petal HAGE
14 | meditate A3 5 29 |stamen BLN
15 | mull mES S 30 | sepal 23<
Table5: UZX FB (BARABVEDUZ L)
# JEHER Uz # BEHIFE -UZS
1 | avidly LXIFH LT 16 | gill 25
2 | awe (i 17 |haphazardly | T7=5®IZ
3 | choppy TS HTD 18 | horrible AL
4 | coalesce AiRT 5 19 | implicate B EAL
5 | concoct BREADLETHES 20 | malaise s g B (AR N i
6 | congregate | #£F 3% 21 | murmur DERL
7 | deviously REIZ 22 |patella HEZE (L2oAwn)
8 | devotedly | BREEIZ 23 | probe WIS
9 | engrave & 24 | prow e
10 | ennui B 25 |reciprocal |HHE.D
11 | evaporate ERTS 26 |revere HRB
12 | farce e 3 27 |segregate |FBEEdT 3
13 | flit FTorEh< 28 | slur REABRICRET S
14 | florid Mo & 29 [snub Wi<HLHH>
15 | fracture BT 5 30 |vociferously B4 L <

85




DA PAE D A PB BER LA, ZhoaEbE T,

60HEE» 55T A FABEAER L 7=,
Table 6 : 7 X MAB

EET I UALIWBRE LT,

# Key Word

1 _confiscate AHET 3 B & 113 CRRET 3 DEINT 3
2 concoct AfTS BEEEHETES CHRHEZT S Dkt

3 deviously AELY BAIEIZ CTnhnic D#t-> T

4" choppy ABT 5TV D BH~EE0 0 CBY->Tin%  DANER

5 prow AlSE B3 & & DiE

6 stamen ABLAR BET CEFE DI

7 “haphazardly  ABTIERYIS BEETCT CTEEBIZ DAsH IS
§ " enigmatic AZETH BAH R & CIRRG DESEHLE
9 determinedly ~ ARIEEIZ BhyEniZ Caid®< Digrial & LT
10 pateila ABEL BOC CiE DiEZE

11 segregate ARREET 3 BEE 5 CE > DD B

12" devotedly ABREFRYIC BiELK CThhan Dit>T
13" sidle AD 5L BERETEH CHEEFTEDL DEXR

14 foster ABHTS BEETS ChiZ% D&E< -
15 sfither AE3 B%%3 CE< DF%95H5D
16 convoluted AR BE LW CElEL D& - 7=

17 demeanor Afiefg ] CHEH DL

18 farce ABRE BEE CERl DFNR

19 florid ARIED Bl&ED K> CIED DEBDLHE
20 byzantine X 9i]0) BERD CHEf x DERD

21 murmur ARAD B&%> CO&ERPL D795
22 probe AEHT 3 BREICHNS CHT 3 DET3

23 horrible ABEATLU BTiES LW CKzw DELL

74 awe Afig BEH CET Dilll t¥

25 petal AETB BHi< CEL3 BLUEIET SR
26 fracture AT S BHAADES CEITT 2 DRl

27 doggedly ARDE SIS BRERAIC CHIIC DI

28 cordially ATHEZ BELGEZIBT CaLz#ic DEAIS
29 evaporate AZKETD BAWT S ClEST DKZER%
30 stymie ASDON 5 BEhT % CiIT 5 DIFET 5
31 meditate AT BEET % CHM DELWL
32 coalesce AE#T 2 BEWT 5 CEY S Di&<

33 ennui ABRR Bar & CHHR D&5¥

34 congregate AMET 3 B3 Ci LA > DEZ 5

35 impound AR BIRS CHINS % DF=7-%

36 hinder AT 5 BED 5 CELSES D>

37 cogitate AEZLD Badad 5 CWiv5 DikbH 5

38 sepal AB< B LA CE DE
39 flit ARRE BEh 3 Chutr D§ - &@< -
40 malaise AJEREIRRE B2 CEVER DR ANV IRRR
41 _snub AR CET BhHZ<HLE> CH% DRRT

42 impede AA% BUxZ%75 Cigd Diger

43 engrave AZIZANS BH#i< CAler DEHT S
44 amiably Am7=< BEE KLY CiEARh & DLo»0 &
45 abscond ALY T S BEEY CIBIN % DE 3

46 Timp A< BREZUZET - CH  CRE DA%y 775%
47 implicate ARILT 2 BiERT % CEZAT D>

48 vociferously  AFF#HIC BEDHIC CE%TR DEEIL
49 mien AEEDS BEET B3 DESYF
50 revere ARXT 5 Big > CH5¥ 5% DELRSE
51 aura ATE BRHR CilLEE DR

53 gill %5 B COh DHEE
53 mul ABET 3 BRI CEHL DER

54 hostilely ARBEET S B#lEZ & 5T CREEZE ST DBELT
55 star A< BAHRICRETS Co><OEHT DEKS
56_reciprocal ATVOVD BT (&) DIEE®D

57 resolutely A< D& B < CHEZE-T DHELT
58 avidly AL BEEFA LSS CHAHIE DES IS
59 engender ARHIES Bxh¥ 5 CELCZHE3S Di5<3%
60 facilitate A5 BIST CHIT 3 DEBIEES
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Table 7 : SHERE

Ih—T 1 2 3 4 5 6
BEERE 19 20 13 17 12 12
%1 2003.6.23 2003.6.25 2003.6.27
YAFA | YAFA | UZXFA | YZFB | YZXFB | YZXLIA
2003.6.30 2003.7.02 2003.7.04

528 FZ FA FAFA | FAMA | 2B 2 bB F 2 FA
)X B ) Z bB YA B 2 FA JZFA ) Z B

. 2003.7.07 2003.7.09 2003.7.11
FAtB | 72MB | 7AMB | FAFA | 7AA | 7A B
., 2003.10.20 2003.10.08 2003.10.17
X% - = =
7 A MAB 7 A MAB 7 2 FAB

MERR L L2040, IR THRET 5,

E PN

72 .(2000). [POWER WORDS]. 3. 7L 2.

JART (2003) . [HFHERGE] #M.ZEHR.

BoUnELEE, (1989). [FBETHEIZE ¢ 5 —%% ). [Shoin literary review] No.23, p13-22.

BIEA, (2001). [SLBEEX —5 v F1900). B, FEICH

AH—HB.(2003). TRABRIZH 2 HHEE] HEr HHFMMAL.

RIEETF (1997). [TOEICT 2 h BZE2000]. 5. DHC.

SR (1999). [RERERIZEREE Y v A X 2 ) A1 ], R, Z2 e 2 HURA.

ARZAMER (1989a). [FEREEPartl]. [BRAZEERBEIIE] 53 5. ps8392.

BARRR, WH—E. BHARGAE. (2000). [HEBEw A 7 1 ) W WA HR.

Annette M. B. de Groot and Rineke Keijzer. (2000). What is hard to learn is easy to forget: The roles of
word concreteness, cognate status, and word frequency in foreign-language vocabulary learning
and forgetting. Language Learning , 50-1, p1-56.

Nation, I. S. P.(2001). Learning vocabulary in another language. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

87




