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The Classification of International Democratization
Support Activities

Khoichi Sugiura®

Abstract

This article attempts to classify international democratization support activities.
Firstly it examines the existing definitions and classifications of democratization
support activities. There are three approaches to democratization support in terms
of the extent of interference in internal affairs; coercion, persuasion, and consent.
Next, international democratization support activities are classified into three
categories; helping foster democratic norms, promoting democratization, and
defending democratization. We can combine the last two categories with the above
three approaches. Then, activities in each category of democratization support,
which have developed following the end of the Cold War are examines. This
classification is useful when we examine the tendencies of and changes in
democratization support activities or when we attempt to understand the

characteristics of various nations’ democratization support.
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