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Constitutionalism and Multi-ethnic Problems in
Austria-Hungary Dualism between 1867 and 1918

Masatsugu Oku*

Abstract

Dualism was entirely a “compromise” between the Austrian Emperor and the
Hungarians. The Reichsrat (Parliament) completed the formalities of dualism by
accepting the settlement in the form of Grundgesetze (a series of constitutional laws)
in December, 1867.

These constitutional laws, the so-called December Constitution, created a system
of individual freedom more genuinely liberal than either Hungary or Imperial
Germany. The constitution regulated legislative, administrative and judicial powers
and in stages made the Reichsrat a representative organ through popular elections.
Executive organs started to give orders and other administrative actions under the
law. Courts settled disputes between national, regional or local organs and
guaranteed the people the fundamental human rights laid out in the constitution.

Thus true constitutionalism (rechtsstaatliches Legalitéitsprinzip) was established
in Austria.

The December Constitution also forms the basis of the current Austrian Federal

Constitution.
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