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Developing a University Eco-tour to a Forest Village

Yoshiro Hashimoto”

Abstract

This article discusses the process of developing a university course named Eco-
tour or Ecology Study Tour. The course comprises university classes and a tour to
Kawakami-mura. The process of developing the course consisted of six phases: 1)
the idea, 2) a pilot tour to Kawakami-mura, 3) the planning and preparation of the
course, 4) the implementation-including the tour itself, 5) reflection on the tour, and
6) revision of the course. Phases 4 to 6 will make a spiral process if the course
continues to be improved.

Participants were positive towards the tour at the reflection stage. Next the writer

will explore the effects of the tour on the participants.
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