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Presuppositions of the discourse on capital punishment

Masako Shibasaki”

Abstract

Despite the undeniable global move toward abolition or restriction of the death
penalty, Japan has seen record high numbers of executions and death sentencing in
the past year. Even with arguments such as human rights abuse or possible
wrongful convictions, state killing opponents have often failed to convince those
favoring capital punishment to change sides, because these harbor their own
arguments like deterrent effects, victims’ families seeking retribution, and social
justice. This paper aims to clarify and examine the fundamental incompatibility of
abolitionists and retentionists focusing on three issues; first, whether fatal
retaliation is a justifiable right of victims’ families or not; second, whether putting
murderers to death restores fairness of society or not ; third, whether homicide
offenders are malicious monsters to be eliminated or human beings with ethical

disabilities who need special care.
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