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Historical Transition of Adjectives and Adjectival Nouns:
From ancient times to the Heian period and from the
Heian period to the Middle Ages

Nahoko Murata™! Takeshi Maekawa™?

Abstract
We have analyzed and considered the adjectives used in the ancient works,
the anthology of eight poems, prose works from the Heian period and
documents written in the Middle Ages from the standpoint of vocabulary
research and vocabulary history research.
This article discusses about how the use of simple adjectives, compound
adjectives, and adjectival nouns (na-adjectives) has changed over time from

ancient times to the Heian period and from the Heian period to the Middle
Ages.
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