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Abstract
　　　It comes as a surprise to few instructors that when students are actively 
engaged in learning, they are better at retaining information long term. 

“...though students felt as if they learned more through traditional lectures, 
they actually learned more when taking part in classrooms that employed so-
called active-learning strategies”（Reuell, 2019）. This lesson plan uses the 
Corpus of Contemporary American English to engage students in learning 
phrasal verbs（Davies, 2008）. Through the Internet, students access COCA and 
search for their choices of verbal phrases, seeing the relevance of their choices 
and the different ways that verbal phrases are used. In addition, this lesson 
plan has the students do the exercises in groups, which has benefits of learning 
cooperation and peer review. Group exercises also help to alleviate any anxiety 
that a student might feel when under pressure to perform a task individually. 
In addition to visual aids, this lesson plan also incorporates in-class listening 
exercises and quizzes to assess the students’ progress.
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I．Introduction
　We can be upfront about the following statement: Most students cannot stand 

studying grammar. Grammar seems to be a dry, rote memory exercise that takes all the 
fun out of learning a language. However, with any discipline, the approach to teaching a 
discipline is the key to pulling in the students and engaging them into the learning 
process. A way to do this is to have the students themselves discover grammar rules, 
phrases, and such on their own. This is where corpus linguistics and technology come 
into play. Nowadays, the technology, specifically the Internet in this case, is a great 
source for learning（Godwin-Jones, 2009）（Sauro, 2009）.
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　Corpus linguistics refers to large data sets of language text that a human would 
have a difficult time examining accurately, and some kind of computer/Internet 
program would be required to search and use such large databases（McEnery & Hardie, 
2011）（Vannestål & Lindquist, 2007）. In this lesson plan, COCA is used to engage 
students in exploring phrasal verbs（i.e., two or three-part verbs）.

　Of course, there is some preparation involved. For example, students must have 
access to computers, and they must have an understanding of how to use COCA. These 
concerns have been dealt with beforehand for this lesson plan.

　The beauty, if you will, of this lesson plan is that students themselves decide the 
phrasal verbs to concentrate on, and they are given a lot of leeway in the learning 
process. In this way, students feel more engaged（i.e., active）in the learning experience 
and are more apt to retain what they have learned（Reuell, 2019）.

II. Lesson Plan
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III. Concluding Remarks
　In most cases, teaching grammar, vocabulary and spelling does not inspire much 

enthusiasm from students. This can hold true for teaching phrasal verbs, which can 
have a myriad of meanings depending on the situation, along with pitch/tone of voice, 
which may cause students to give up. However, getting the students to engage in the 
learning process can facilitate much more enthusiasm and retention in the long run. 
This lesson plan has engagement in mind, using technology and the information readily 
available on the Internet to draw students into the learning process.

　Another positive point of this lesson plan is that it does not merely rely on the 
Internet. There are aural/visual exercises as well as quizzes to reinforce learning. Group 
work is also emphasized in order to create an environment that puts students more at 
ease in trying new things and having new ideas.

　Of course, not all lesson plans are perfect. Access to computers in the right 
setting is important, as well as being familiar with computers and the Internet. Students 
must be first taught about COCA and how to use the site. Small, more homogeneous 
corpora can work better in learning environments（Braun, 2005）（Kaltenböck & 
Mehlmauer-Larcher, 2005）. Suggested minutes for each part of the lesson plan may also 
not be realistic and instructors may have to adjust or extend the number of classes to 
cover the lesson plan.

　However, all in all, the lesson plan gives an instructor a firm springboard for 
future classes for any number of lessons that deal with English lexicon.
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