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Regional Revitalization Management with Cricket
—The example of Sano city, Tochigi —

Koji Horigome ™

Abstract

The population of Japan is decreasing because of a low birthrate and aging.
This is particularly remarkable in rural districts. It might seem odd to use
sports to arrest this trend, but I use the example of Sano City, in Tochigi
Prefecture which has established itself as the home of cricket in Japan.

Upon going to the field and interviewing the people responsible, I found the
situation charming because of the cricket competition, and sensed that people
found it even more charming because of globalization and the fact that it is a
new sport.

Establishing a new sport requires passionate people who can unify citizens
and influence government. Thus Japan's only international cricket ground was
established.
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