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Eugenics from the Perspective of the Child

Masako Shibasaki*

Abstract

The eugenics movement that flourished in the early twentieth century is now
denounced as morally wrong, whereas the liberal eugenics of today is endorsed
by some ethicists because it is based on the decisions of parents and free from
coercion. Both these views are based on the reproductive rights of parents. This
paper aims to shed a new light on the two types of eugenics by taking account of
the child’s right to an open future. First I illustrate that the forced sterilization of
the past had an aspect of protecting children from disease or abuse that might be
inflicted on them by their parents. Second, I argue that whereas the old eugenics
did not harm offspring, the new one can be detrimental to children whose lives

are restricted by traits imposed on them by their parents.
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